/ \ I{( : II Irr I‘:( Tr l I{ \ I 4 I )I (; I*:Srr THE INTERNATIONAL DESIGN AUTHORITY JULY/AUGUST 2019

S? C‘;

Hm f SUMMER IN THE CITY
o I7SP3sSl, . GLORIQUS OUTDOOR LIVING FROM LONDO TO L A



THE GARDEN OF o o
JEAN-LOUIS DENIOT'S
LOS ANGELES HOME.

FOLLOW @ARCHDIGEST

MARIA SHARAPOVA'S

SUBSCRIPTIONS L.A. RESIDENCE.

FOR SUBSCRIPTION
INFORMATION GO TO
ARCHDIGEST.COM,
CALL 800-365-8032,
OR EMAIL
SUBSCRIPTIONS@
ARCHDIGEST.COM.

DIGITAL EDITION
DOWNLOAD AT
ARCHDIGEST.COM/APP.

NEWSLETTER
SIGN UP FOR AD'S
DAILY NEWSLETTER,
AT ARCHDIGEST.COM/ MARIA SHARAPOVA, WEARING
NEWSLETTER. A BASSIKE SWEATER AND
CHLOE SKIRT, AT HER L.A.
COMMENTS HOME. “VISION QUEST,” PAGE
CONTACT US VIA SOCIAL 52. PHOTOGRAPHY BY
MEDIA OR EMAIL US AT DOUGLAS FRIEDMAN. STYLED
LETTERS@ARCHDIGEST.COM. BY LAWREN HOWELL.

52 Vision Quest
Every square inch of Maria Sharapova’s
dreamy Los Angeles home is a testament to
the tennis great’s style, spirit, and focus.
BY MAYER RUS
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‘I was inspired by Japanese archi-
tecture and minimalist aesthetics. . . .
For me, uncluttered means healthy.
[fyou don't use something, you
don't need it.” — Maria Sharapova

The question T am most often asked about my work is “How
do you find the houses AD shoots?” Well, finding them is

the job! We unearth exceptional houses via a vast network of
contacts with architects, interior designers, and notables in
every profession and industry from art and fashion to enter-
tainment and sports. Which brings us to Maria Sharapova,
whom I first met 12 years ago when she did a cover shoot for
Teen Vogue, the magazine I founded. Maria was only 19 but
preternaturally mature and poised, with flawless manners.

I found her impressive and unforgettable—a true champion.
Now 32, Maria is often out and about in New York City (she is
a culture vulture!), and when I inquired about her own home,
she modestly informed me that she had been working closely
with architect Grant Kirkpatrick on the project for several years,
and invited me to come visit on my next trip to California.

I took her up on the offer and was floored when I stepped
through the very Zen threshold: The house perfectly embodies
that ideal California indoor/outdoor lifestyle. Sunlight streams
through huge windows, massive sliding doors open up spaces
to the breeze and sky, and there’s a pool so centrally placed
that it feels like you could dive into it from any room. This is
a carefully considered house, one that has its act together—
much like the owner. An admitted perfectionist, Sharapova

tells AD, “T was obsessed with the process of making this home,

I'd jump off a plane from a tournament and go straight to the
work site or the architect’s office or to a kitchen manufacturer.
This was my project, and I wasn’t going to delegate any part

of it.” Of his Grand Slam client, Kirkpatrick confirms: “Maria’s
work ethic is astonishing. She’s competitive as hell, in the
best possible way, and she was involved in every single aspect
of this house.” We have a winner!
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1. IN THE L.A. GARDEN OF
DESIGNER JEAN-LOUIS DENIOT.

2. THE BROOKLYN LIBRARY

OF SYLVANA DURRETT, DESIGNED
BY CARRIER AND COMPANY.

3. A SITTING ROOM IN MARIA
SHARAPOVA'S CALIFORNIA HOME.
4. WITH SHARAPOVA AT THE

RALPH LAUREN 50TH-ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION IN NYC.

AMY ASTLEY
Editor in Chief
@amytastley
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Every square inch of Maria Sharapovas
dreamy Los Angeles home is a testament to
the tennis great’s style, spirit, and focus
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IN THE BACKYARD, A
WALNUT DECK BORDERS
THE POOL. WILLY GUHL
CHAIR AND TABLE; CUSTOM
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“I was inspired by
Japanese architecture
iy and minimalist
© aesthetics,” Sharapova
say§ of the spare, elegant
| design and decor.

* EXCLUSIVE VIDEO MARIA SHARAPOVA AT HOME, ARCHDIGEST.COM.
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alk to anyone who worked with
Maria Sharapova on the design,
construction, and decoration of
her discreetly ravishing home in
Los Angeles and their responses

invariably follow the same themes:

that the tennis star maintained a
resolute vision of how she wanted
the residence to feel and function
from the earliest phases of the
project; that she was one of the
most intellectually curious and
committed clients they’ve ever
encountered; and that her style
and spirit—as a supremely confident athlete, aesthete, and
businesswoman—animate every inch of the property. In short,
Maria Sharapova is a boss.
“I was obsessed with the process of making this home.
I"d jump off a plane from a tournament and go straight to the
work site or to the architect’s office or to a kitchen manufac-
turer. This was my project, and I wasn’t going to delegate any
part of it,” insists the Russian-born phenom.
As with many sports celebrities who have been in the public
eye since they were children, it’s easy to forget just how young

Sharapova really is. Now 32, the statuesque player first
attained the world number-one ranking in women’s tennis at
the age of 18. She is one of only 10 athletes in the history of the
women'’s game to achieve a career Grand Slam, winning all
four majors. Off the court, Sharapova has flexed her business
muscles through a broad array of endorsements and sponsor-
ships, the creation of her signature apparel line for Nike, the
launch of Sugarpova, her premium candy-and-chocolate
company, and other ventures. At present, she is developing
sports and training venues keyed to principles of holistic
health and wellness.

“Maria’s work ethic is astonishing. She’s competitive as
hell, in the best possible way, and she was involved in every
single aspect of this house, down to the most minute detail
and material permutation,” says architect Grant Kirkpatrick
of KAA Design, who oversaw the project in tandem with
his partner, Duan Tran. “To say that she simply collaborated
with us does not adequately describe her dedication and
influence on the design,” he adds.

The three-story house is located on a sloping site with
expansive ocean views from Palos Verdes to Malibu,
with Catalina Island hovering in the distance—a dazzling
panorama that unfolds with particular drama from
Sharapova’s sun-kissed bedroom and bath. A luminous

ABOVE A BOFFI TUB SITS ATOP BLACK PEBBLES IN THE MASTER BATH. SINKS AND FITTINGS BY BOFFI; JEAN TOURET OAK TRIPOD
STOOL: RUG FROM LAWRENCE OF LA BREA. OPPOSITE A JAPANESE PINE STANDS SENTRY IN THE ENTRY GARDEN.

double-height entry gallery, defined by walls of sleek, panel-
formed concrete and punctuated with a stair and bridge,
opens out to an expansive pool and alfresco entertaining area.
The central volume is flanked by two wings—one for the
open living/dining/kitchen sweep on the ground floor and the
master suite above, and the other allocated to guest quarters,
with bedrooms on the lower level and a well-appointed suite
on the upper. There’s also a kick-back basement lounge with
a bowling alley.

“I was inspired by Japanese architecture and minimalist
aesthetics,” Sharapova says of the spare, elegant design and
decor. “I didn’t grow up with lots of stuff around. For me,
uncluttered means healthy. If you don’t use something, you
don’t need it.”

For all its lean beauty, however, the home has no shortage
of warmth, soul, and delight. Architectural details of bleached
oak, cedar, and silver travertine provide a rich material
counterpoint to the wide expanses of concrete and glass. A
sculptural wood screen—which penetrates the facade as it
undulates between outdoors and in—throws an organic curve
into the largely rectilinear composition, modulating the influx
of sunlight and providing privacy from the street. Even the
positioning of the pool is calculated as a giddy surprise. When
the sliding doors of the living/dining area are pulled away,

one can simply turn around from the dining table or sofa and
hop right into the water.

“We conceived the pool, garden, and great room as one
large indoor/outdoor space. The pool becomes the center of
everything” Kirkpatrick explains.

When the time came to furnish the house, Sharapova
turned to interior designer Courtney Applebaum, who curated
a mix of rough-hewn antiques from Asia, Africa, and Europe,
all set against a strategic array of refined midcentury classics.
“The texture and patina of the furniture create a bit of tension
with the crisp, new architecture,” Applebaum says. “Maria is
super-perceptive and detail-oriented. There’s not a chair or
table that came into the house that she didn’t analyze, dissect,
and discuss. She pays attention to every stitch and groove.”

Sharapova’s designers all seem to echo the idea that their
savvy, sophisticated client pushed them beyond their tradi-
tional comfort zone to conjure a truly one-of-a-kind home that
radiates the creativity and confidence of the tennis star herself.
“I kept telling everyone that I want this to be the best house
they’ve ever done. I tried to push their vision because I believe
in all of them and want to see them shine,” she says. “I've
traveled all over the world and enjoyed lots of incredible spaces.
But my home is my absolute favorite. I think that’s the way it
should be” a»
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AN ARTWORK BY JOE
GOODE HANGS ABOVE A
DOS GALLOS CONSOLE
TABLE. GARETH DEVONALD
SMITH CHANDELIER;
ANTIQUE FRENCH CHAIR.
OPPOSITE SHARAPOVA'S
DOG, DOLCE, OUTSIDE
THE DINING ROOM. BILLY
COTTON CHANDELIER. o
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“I was obsessed with the process of making

this home. This was my project, and

[ wasn't going to delegate any part of it.”
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and enjoyed lots of v e
incredible spaces.
But my home is my
absolute favorite.”

~a

ABOVE IN THE MASTER
BEDROOM, ARTWORKS
BY (LEFT TO RIGHT) VUK
VIDOR, WANG NINGDE,
AND CJ HENDRY ARE
DISPLAYED ABOVE

A BENCH BY COURTNEY
APPLEBAUM DESIGN.
LEFT PAINTINGS BY
CHRIS GWALTNEY HANG
IN THE BOWLING ALLEY.
OPPOSITE AN AFRICAN
DAYBED ON AN
UPSTAIRS LANDING.




‘[ didn't grow u [i) with lots of stuff'around.
~ For me, uncluttered means healthy.
[ you don’t use something, you don't need it.
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ABOVE VINTAGE ITALIAN ARMCHAIRS FACE DMITRIY & CO. SOFAS IN THE LIVING ROOM.
ON SOFAS, PAT MCGANN PILLOWS; COURTNEY APPLEBAUM DESIGN COCKTAIL TABLE; BLEACHED
JUTE RUG. OPPOSITE SLIDING GLASS DOORS FROM SEVERAL ROOMS OPEN ONTO THE POOL.
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