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ASK THE ARCHITECT: GRANT KIRKPATRICK

by Emily C. Laskowsks « May 23, 2018

The founder and principal of the Los Angeles-based architecture firm KAA
Design knows how to create properties both primitive and pristine.

hen 1 discovered Splic Rock Randh, Grane Kirkparrick's property backing Lake Nacimiento ocutsicde Paso Robles,

California, [ rocked back in my office swivel chair, stanned. Could this simple place, with a couple of 1,000 square

foot prefabricated cabins, its awn septic tank, and 2 conszrucrional fagade of concrete and steel truly be the weekend
fetaway of a contempoerary architect known for designing the celebricy homes of Mart Damon, Julia Louis-Dreyfus, and Rita
Wikon and Tom Hank<

When 1 interviewed Kirkpatrick for Back to Basics in our May/June 2018 issue, we spoke at lengeh abour our shared yearning for

the simple things in life. Similar to the sprawding haunts thar Kirkpasrick designs for his clients, we aften write in each issue abour
mammoth propesties in Jocales from Santa Fe to Jackson Hole. Yer, Xirkpartrick's own family retrear shies away in many aspects
from his esteemed professional assthetic—and we share countless stories of 2 Western froatier thar once looked very different
from the homes we feature. When 1 think about whar comprised a ranch or farm 100 years ago, I'm struck by the vast shift in

architectural and éesign choices berween then and now.



Kirkpazrick concedes that keeping one's eyes fixed toward ecanomy, instead of extravagance, is no easy task. “If we had our
druthers, would we have built something larger there? 1 have no doubt,” ke says ahour Split Rodk Ranch.”Bur, 1 think the key
acdvantage is just the capeure time in a relarively small, but good-feeling space ... space thar feels right for a family.”

Now knowing Kirkpatrick's mastery of the frugal as well as the fabulous, 1 askec him to share same of kis personal thoughes on
style and design:
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P P Light fixzures dangfing from a tree.

Tread to try im 2018: Simplicicy! Takes years to hone chis skill...

Tread to say bye to in 2018: Complicared smart home systems.

Scyle mantra: Timelessmess.

Faverite reom of the heouse: The covered outdoor room-—Lanai, Palapa, Loggia, or covered terrace with fireplace
and TV.

Where te save: Making every surface 2 “gocra have” surface. Let some marerials ser the stage and one 1o be the
procagonist.

Where to splurge: On thar one grear marenal.

Desiga inspiration: Exposed strucrural maresials.

Faverite el of classic Wi design: Grain. The grain of woods, stone, formed concrete. Letting namre
be the texture.

Boek an your cefice table right now (I'm guessing California Coatemporary...): [tis! In fact [ just
read it for the first time cover to cover. [ was nervous, but it works—whew! The other book is Tom Kundig’s latest. Big fan.
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Learn more about Split Rock Ranch and the work of Grane Kirkpatrick in California C porary: The Houses of Grane €
Kirkparrick and KAA Design, available May I (855). Phoragraphy (from top): Tower Grove by Manalo Langis, Splic Rock Ranch
by Lisa Romerein, Longfeliow Drive by Sharon Risedorph, 3rd & The Strand by Roger Davies. All images courtesy KAA Design
Group.




