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Our Top Coastal
Architects of 20716

Welcome to our second annual Ocean Home 50,
a unigue and exclusive portfolio of the finest coastal
architects in the United States and the Caribbean.
From California to Cape Cod and Maine to Miami,
these exceptional architects create outstanding
classic and contemporary homes in some of the
world’s most spectacular oceanfront locations.

CALIFORNIA

AIDLIN DARLING DESIGN
aidlindarlingdesign.com

BELZBERG ARCHITECTS
belzbergarchitects.com

EHRLICH YANAI RHEE CHANEY
eyrc.com

FOUGERON ARCHITECTURE
fougeron.com

KAA DESIGN GROUP
kaadesigngroup.com

LANDRY DESIGN GROUP
landrydesigngroup.com

MALCOLM DAVIS ARCHITECTURE
mdarch.net

NEUMANN MENDRO ANDRULAITIS
ARCHITECTS
nmaarchitects.com

CONNECTICUT

ALLAN GREENBERG
allangreenberg.com

CHARLES HILTON ARCHITECTS
hiltonarchitects.com

ROGER FERRIS
ferrisarch.com
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FLORIDA

ARQUITECTONICA
arquitectonica.com

BRILLHART ARCHITECTURE
brillhartarchitecture.com

CHOEFF LEVY FISCHMAN
clfarchitects.com

CLIFFORD M. SCHOLZ
ARCHITECTS
cmsal.com

GUY PETERSON
guypeterson.com

KZ ARCHITECTURE
kzarchitecture.com

RENE GONZALES
renegonzalezarchitect.com

REX NICHOLS ARCHITECTS
rexnicholsarchitects.com

STOFFT COONEY ARCHITECTS
stofftcooney.com

STRANG ARCHITECTURE
strangarchitecture.com

GEORGIA

HARRISON DESIGN
harrisondesign.com
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KZ Architecture

Peter Pennoyer Architects

Arquitectonica
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Richard Meier & Partners Architects

Ehrlich Yanai Rhee Chaney

HAWAII

DE REUS
dereusarchitects.com

MASSACHUSETTS

HUTKER ARCHITECTS
hutkerarchitects.com

NICHOLAEFF ARCHITECTURE
+ DESIGN
nicholaeff.com

PATRICK AHEARN
ARCHITECT
patrickahearn.com

PETER ROSE & PARTNERS
roseandpartners.com

ROYAL BARRY WILLS
royalbarrywills.com

NEW YORK

ALEXANDER GORLIN
ARCHITECTS
gorlinarchitects.com

CAMPION PLATT
campionplatt.com

DEBORAH BERKE
dberke.com

FAIRFAX & SAMMONS
fairfaxandsammons.com

IKE KLIGERMAN BARKLEY
ikekligermanbarkley.com

PETER PENNOYER
ARCHITECTS
ppapc.com

RICHARD MEIER & PARTNERS
ARCHITECTS
richardmeier.com

ROBERT A.M. STERN
ARCHITECTS
ramsa.com

SELLDORF ARCHITECTS
selldorf.com

SPECHT ARCHITECTS
spechtarchitects.com

STEVEN HARRIS ARCHITECTS
stevenharrisarchitects.com

TOSHIKO MORI ARCHITECT
tmarch.com

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

CUTLER ANDERSON ARCHITECTS
cutler-anderson.com

OLSON KUNDIG ARCHITECTS
olsonkundigarchitects.com

PENNSYLVANIA

BOHLIN CYWINSKI JACKSON
bcj.com

SOUTH CAROLINA

CHRISTOPHER ROSE
ARCHITECTS
chrisrosearchitects.com

THE HAMPTONS

BARNES COY ARCHITECTS
barnescoy.com

BATES MASI + ARCHITECTS
batesmasi.com

BLAZE MAKOID
blazemakoid-architecture.
com

STELLE LOMONT ROUHANI
stelleco.com

THE CARIBBEAN

R.A. SHAW DESIGNS
rashawdesigns.com

SB ARCHITECTS
sb-architects.com
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Sparkling gem

Gramd DSSigms ‘ EMERALD BAY This stylish coastal

home in Emerald Bay,
Calif., cascades in five
levels from street side
to beachfront, with an
alluring outdoor living
space for entertaining,

dining and relaxing.

TIMELESS JEWEL -

A GORGEOUS FAMILY HOME IN SOUTHERN -
CALIFORNIA’S EMERALD BAY IS METICULOUSLY
DESIGNED TO STAND THE TEST OF TIME

words by J. Michael Welton
photographs by Manolo La:gw
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f ever there was an ocean home that has tamed the
rugged California coast, surely this is it.
Unlike the water from the arroyo that once
tumbled down its hillside site, this g,000-square-foot
residence on Emerald Bay - located at the northern end
of exclusive Laguna Beach - now cascades gracefully
from street side to beachfront.

The home is five stories tall - one floor below grade,
one above street level and three in between - and has
been designed to create a feeling of permanence.

Crafted from poured-in-place concrete, with split-
face Nevada Gold limestone walls, rich mahogany for
windows and doors, reclaimed Italian roof tile and
bronze and copper for gutters and fenestration, this
delightful home is here to stay.

“First and foremost, we wanted to create something
timeless - a multi-generational home that, if a great
tsunami ever hit, would be the only home still standing,”
says Grant Kirkpatrick, partner at KAA Design based in
Los Angeles, and one of Ocean Home’s Top 50 Coastal
Architects of 2016.

KAA won the commission in a competition that
engaged three architectural firms across California. “We
did a preliminary design — we don’t usually do design
competitions - but the clients were willing to pay the
three firms for the initial work,” he says.
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The firm is known for its custom residential
architecture set in lush landscapes, and Kirkpatrick has
been in business since 1988, two years after he graduated
from USC'’s School of Architecture.

“We approach design in a unique way; we tell a story
up front,” he says. “We helped formulate a story of the
clients’ lifestyle on that property, and we developed
some unique answers for them.”

The story at this Emerald Bay residence was all about
the clients and their extended family. They had grown
up nearby, spending time at this spectacular oceanfront
enclave, and had many happy memories. “They wanted
to continue that legacy with their kids and grandkids,”
says Kirkpatrick.

Over the years, he and his firm have learned that
collaboration and trust are key to their ongoing success.
“Some of our best clients lay out the vision of what they
want, but leave it up to us to fulfill that vision,” he says.
“Here, they were gracious with that trust in us.”

At Emerald Bay, Kirkpatrick and KAA principal
Duan Tran were tasked with inserting the home into an
unusual trapezoid-shaped corner lot, with a boomerang
curve at street level. The clients also wanted an indoor/
outdoor environment that took full advantage of the
dramatic coastal location. The architects responded
by delivering on that vision in spades.

The home is set on one of just 14 lots on Emerald
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Bay, a sheltered cove of magical, teal-tinted water. KAA
inherited a design theme - called Cal/Mex/Med - from
the clients and interior designers and set about exploring
its boundaries. “We kind of chuckled, but it turned out to
have some substance to it,” he says.

Kirkpatrick and Tran interpreted that theme, working
it into a classic California fusion of interior and exterior
spaces with the influence of newer artisan resorts
in Mexico’s Los Cabos, as well as the clients’ love of
Mediterranean islands like Corsica.

Outdoor living

The owners and
architects agreed
the home should
have an open and
airy indoor/outdoor
floor plan, ensuring
views of the beach
and Pacific Ocean
from every space.
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“There’s a coastal seafaring trend, with light colors
and fabrics and artifacts woven into the architecture,”
he says. “You sort of feel it as a blending of the better
coastal environments across the world.”

KAA answered the clients’ desire for generations of
family use with seven bedrooms, each opening up to
sky, sun and sea. All indoor rooms are connected to the
outdoors with pocket doors, some electronic.

“You can get out of the bedrooms and go down to the
beach without going through the house. The design is
pragmatic, but also a way to articulate the architecture,”
says Kirkpatrick.

The home features a 28-foot-wide sliding door system
that fully pockets into a wall, and an indoor/outdoor bar
accompanied by a series of TV screens.

The bar is covered in abalone shells, while chandeliers
in the wine cellar are made of sand dollars and rolls of
fencing wire are made of Corten steel oxidizing in the

atmosphere. “The home is about

enjoying the microclimate of Even its earliest antecedent - that steep-sided gully From sea to sea
THEDETALS Emerald Bay,” Kirkpatrick adds. created by rushing water — held sway over the home’s design. Visionary architect
For more information, Grant Kirkpatrick,
visit kaadesigngroup.com. Everything from the furniture “This property is still kin to that old arroyo,” says top, and principal

to the fabrics was selected so Kirkpatrick. “The hydrologist suggested reinforcing the 5\‘;"‘;:1 gﬁg:;uiﬁd

that, when the doors are open, foundation and retaining wall, so if the water ever kicks colors, fabrics and
the moist, salty air from the ocean is of no concern. back in, it can be diverted.” tg:t“;’;f:g‘sa;‘fc‘;y
The art collection, in particular, was designed around Surely, this is an oceanfront home equipped to stand and Mediterranean
tolerance for humidity and salinity. up to nature and the test of time. OlH islands like Corsica.
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